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consolation to the other cardinals, creatures of previous
Pontiffs, which their situation held, was that it must end
with the demise of their creator. When their Pontifical
Uncle ceased to live in this world, the Cardinal-Nephews
sank at once to their proper place in the Sacred College.
Under these circumstances, the said Cardinal-Nephews
were used to make their hay while yet the sun was shining,
to avail themselves of their opportunities for securing a
satisfactory future, as junior cardinals, by the acquisition
of property, real estate, benefices, jewels, or money, at the
pleasure of the Pope. And when their time was drawing
near its close, when their August Uncle was entering His
last agony, it was the custom for the Cardinal-Nephews to
plunder the apostolic palace of any valuables which already
had not passed into their hands. This privilege was their
last chance; for, at the instant of the Pontiff's death, the
Cardinal-Chamberlain assumes possession as representative
of the curia; and, in an age when self-aggrandisement was
not less a ruling passion than at the present hour, the prac-
tice was at least connived at, on the principle that every
dog should be allowed to have its day.
But, on the present occasion, there was no plundering c/
the Cardinal-Nephews. The fury of the Romans against
all Spaniards made it expedient for them to avoid the risk
of a journey across the City, to their palace encumbered
by the mules which bore their spoils. This would seem to
be the human explanation of their presence in the Vatican,
while the Orsini faction made havoc of the Catalans, and
despoiled all who bore arms in the Borgo or pontifical
Region of Rome.
The learned Dr. Creighton has well said that men of
decided opinions and eminent ability who come to their
power late in life, spend the accumulated passion of a life-

